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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Located on King's Highway (Route 125) in the village of Chuckatuck in Suffolk County, the 
Godwin-Knight House was initially built, like its two neighbors to the south, in the Federal style 
with a side-hall plan. At the turn of the century it was elaborately remodeled in the Queen Anne 
style; only the east elevation, with its paired chimneys and original sash make clear its earlier 
form. The southeast comer tower and the elaborate wraparound porch are the most striking 
features of the remodeling and noticeably distinguish the house from others in town. Also located 
on the property is a fine complement of eight ancillary resources that illustrate the self- 
sufficiency of this property as a small, self-contained domestic complex within the rural village 
of Chuckatuck. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The Godwin-Knight House is sited on a deep, well-maintained lot of roughly one-and-one-half 
acres in the village of Chuckatuck in Suffolk County. It faces King's Highway, one of the 
principal roads leading into the center of town, and is flanked on either side by houses similarly 
sited on their lots. The large well-landscaped lot of the Godwin House is enclosed by an 
ornamental iron fence to the west and a wooden picket fence to the south and east. A brick walk 
leads from the gravel drive to the front entrance of the house. Both the house and grounds are 
in an excellent state of repair. 

A rather retard-a-terre example of the Federal style, the Godwin-Knight House was originally 
constructed as a frame two-and-one-half story, three-bay, double-pile side-hall-plan house about 
1856. Because it rests on a raised brick foundation, the house has three full floors of living 
space. After 1898, it underwent a significant remodeling and was transformed by such 
characteristically Queen Anne features as a wraparound porch and a comer tower. The 
remodeling involved only additions and embellishments; therefore, the earlier structure is clearly 
evident, though the overall character of the building was transformed from the Federal to the 
Queen Anne style. Windows visible from the street are two-over-two double-hung and date from 
the time of remodeling. The original six-over-six configuration remains elsewhere. 
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The house has a slate roof and dentiled cornice. Dominant features of the front facade include 
the comer tower, porch, and dormer. The latter feature is a prominent centrally-positioned 
dormer with a balcony projecting from the front slope of the roof. An extension of the dormer 
gable creates a pediment that is supported by columns, between which is a railing of tumed 
balusters. Two brackets extend from the dentiled cornice of the main structure, directly below 
the balcony. 

At the southeast comer, a round tower with a conical roof with finial projects from the original 
block. Multi-shaped shingles detail the tower above and below the second floor. A diamond- 
pattemed overlay further embellishes the space between the second floor and the roof. The 
basement and upper two floors of the tower each has three windows. The one-story shed-roofed 
porch rests on brick piers and extends from the tower to just around the opposite front comer 
of the house. It is supported by Doric columns, has a railing of tumed balusters, and at an 
unknown date was enclosed by screening. 

The entrance is accessed through a small foyer that is paved with encaustic tile. The entrance 
doors are double-leaf wood-paneled with an upper sash of pattemed frosted glass. To the right 
of the entrance, an arched window with blue and rose stained glass opens off of the porch into 
the parlor. 

Projecting from the west elevation is a two-story addition dating from the remodeling that houses 
the interior staircase. This feature is decorated with stained glass windows and surmounted by 
a dormer. The first floor window of the original main block was replaced with a two-over-two 
window, while the second floor window is six-over-six. Prior to the stair addition, this elevation, 
like its opposite to the east, had four windows on each of the principal floors. 

The rear elevation has a full one-story, hip-roofed porch that has been enclosed to accommodate 
a kitchen and a bath. Though the porch is still supported by piers, the space below has been 
enclosed for storage. Separate rear doors lead to the kitchen and basement. An exterior brick 
stove flue is slightly off-center and an oil tank supported by a wooden structure is located to the 
right of the kitchen entrance at the northwest comer. 
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The east side elevation has a fenestration pattern of three windows on the first and second floor 
and single windows in the basement and attic. Exterior paired, shouldered brick chimneys date 
from the mid-nineteenth century. The southeast windows were removed at the time of the 
remodeling to accommodate the addition of the comer tower. 

The interior of the Godwin House retains to a significant extent its original floor plan. Pine 
floors are found throughout and the walls are plaster. There are two fireplaces on each of the 
floors. At the time of the remodeling the original stair was removed from the side hall and an 
elaborate wood-paneled stair of two runs separated by a landing was added. The turn-of-the- 
century stair features heavy square newel posts with turned finials and a railing of turned 
balusters. For convenient proximity to the kitchen added in the 1940s in the enclosed rear porch, 
a partition at the north end of the hall was added at the same time to create a small dining room. 
The original kitchen and dining room are located in the basement. 

Following the remodeling the front parlor had wooden pocket doors leading from the hall; these 
have since been replaced with multi-paned glass doors. A striking and unexpected feature of the 
interior is the elaborate ornamental plasterwork in the parlor. Likely added after the remodeling, 
the plasterwork has a pattern of rose garlands and cartouches. Ornamental ceiling paintings have 
been painted over. The parlor fireplace has a glazed tile surround and a mantel with modified 
octagonal Ionic columns, a carved frieze of garlands, and a mirrored overmantel. 

Behind the parlor is a bedroom that possesses a fireplace similarly detailed to that found in the 
front parlor. During the remodeling, the house was wired with a bell system to call servants and 
a speaking tube was installed in this bedroom to the kitchen below. To the rear of this bedroom 
are the 1940s kitchen and bath located within the enclosed rear porch. 

There are three bedrooms-- two large and one small-- on second floor. The full attic is accessed 
by a continuation of the main stair; this portion is turned and narrower than between the first 
two floors. The mantels in the two principal bedrooms have simple shelves supported by fluted 
Ionic columns, have garland ornamentation, and lack an overmantel. The attic consists of two 
finished rooms separated by a door with a decorative painted finish. The front room possesses 
a door that leads to the balcony of the front dormer. 
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A continuation of the main stair leads to the basement, which is completely finished and 
functioned as an important place of congregation. The space is divided into a kitchen, pantry, 
and large dining room that doubled as a sitting room. The wooden floor was added by Mills 
Edwin Godwin, Sr. One of two fireplaces is located in the dininglsitting room and is fitted with 
a coal-burning stove. The second fireplace is located in the kitchen. Of particular interest are 
the sliding louvered shutters with which the windows in the dininglsitting room are fitted. 

There are seven late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century outbuildings on the property. 
Directly behind the house is a row of four outbuildings, behind which are two chicken houses 
and a bardstable. Those resources in closest proximity to the house include a Delco generator 
("light") house with an open shed for storage, a frame summer kitchen, a brick smokehouse, and 
a garage (original kitchen). 

The Delw house is a gable-fronted frame building with a single door on the front elevation. To 
the west projects a shed-roofed storage structure enclosed on three sides. The summer kitchen 
is also gable-fronted with a single entrance and has a window in each of the other three 
elevations. The nineteenth-century smokehouse is gable-fronted with a front entrance. The frame 
building at the east end of the row was converted from a kitchen to its present use as a garage 
in 1945. The chicken house to the west is of frame construction and is distinguished by a band 
of lattice separating the wall from the roof. It has two battened wood doors. The barnlstable 
structure is of mortised-and-tenoned log construction. The barn is separated from the two 
chicken houses by two rows of pecan trees. A well is located on the east side of the driveway 
and southeast of the front of the house. 

Contributing Resource Count: 

Buildings: Main House 
Summer Kitchen 
Smokehouse 

Structures: Woodshed/Delco House 
Well 
Chicken House #1 
Chicken House #2 

Gargage (original kitchen) 
BarnlStable 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Godwin-Knight House, which is located in the village of 
Chuckatuck in the city of Suffolk (Nansemond County until 1974), is 
an unusual example of an antebellum dwelling that was remodeled in 
the Queen Anne style in the late nineteenth century. Constructed 
about 1856 for Edward F. Wicks as a two-story, double-pile, three- 
bay, side-passage-plan, frame dwelling, the house was transformed 
about 1900 into a Queen Anne residence complete with a tower, wrap- 
around porch, encaustic tile vestibule, plaster embellishments in 
the parlor, and excellent examples of the mantels, woodwork, and 
stairs of the period. Despite the exterior alterations, the 
original antebellum design still is evident. The Godwin-Knight 
House stands in contrast to another dwelling nearby that is 
virtually identical to the earlier structure. 

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA 

The Godwin-Knight House is eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places under Criterion C. It is an unusually 
fine and locally rare example of an antebellum dwelling that was 
remodeled in the Queen Anne style in the late nineteenth century. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The tract of land upon which the Godwin-Knight House stands was 
acquired by the Godwin family at least as early as the late 
eighteenth century, when Henry Godwin owned 441 acres in the 
vicinity of Chuckatuck. In 1815 his estate was divided, and H. P. 
Godwin received 281 acres. He sold the tract to Joseph Godwin in 
1825, and he in turn sold it to Jennette Godwin in 1834. 1 

Jennette Godwin subdivided her property in 1856, selling off five 
adjoining lots ranging in size from one acre to an acre and a half. 
The lots were laid out on the eastern side of Chuckatuck, along 
present-day Route 125. One of the purchasers was Edward F. Wicks. 
He bought a one-and-a-half-acre lot and immediately built a two- 
story, double-pile, three-bay, side-passage-plan, frame dwelling. 
Over the next two years, the other lot owners built houses that 
closely resembled his. 2 
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Wicks owned the property until 1861, when he sold it to Henry L. 
Tynes. Tynes sold the tract in 1867 to Annie Glover; thereafter the 
property changed hands several times until Lulie E. Pitt acquired 
it in 1897 from Matthew W. Crumpler. Pitt sold it the next year to 
Charles B. Godwin, and about 1900 Godwin carried out the Queen 
Anne-style alterations to the house. Godwin added a tower, wrap- 
around porch, encaustic tile vestibule, plaster embellishments in 
the parlor, and mantels, woodwork, and stairs typical of the 
period. 

Godwin was a successful businessman, boat owner, farmer, and 
timberman. He owned and operated a boat that carried passengers 
and freight between Chuckatuck and Norfolk. Godwin lived in the 
house until he sold it in 1925 to his nephew, Mills Edwin Godwin, 
Sr. The younger Godwin, who was a farmer and a member of the 
Nansemond County school board and the board of supervisors, moved 
his family into the house in the fall of 1927. Among his family 
were four children, including Mills Edwin Godwin, Jr., and Mildred 
Elizabeth Godwin. The younger Mills Godwin lived in the house 
until his marriage to Katherine Thomas Beale in 1940. He later 
served two terms as governor of Virginia (1966-1970; 1974-1978) . 4  

Upon the death of the elder Mills Godwin in 1946, possession of the 
house passed to his daughters Mildred Godwin Knight and Leah Godwin 
Keith. s .  Knight purchased her sister's share in the property 
and continues to reside in the house. 

John S. Salmon 



Unltd States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 3 

ENDNOTES 

1. Auditor of Public Accounts, Land Tax Books, Nansemond County, 
1788-1834, Virginia State Library and Archives, Richmond, Va. 
(VSL&A) . 
2. Ibid., 1834-1858. During the 1840s and 1850s the value of the 
buildings on Jennette Godwin's farm declined, from $1,100 in 1841 
to $800 by 1851. The value remained at $800 through 1855. In 
1856, after the sale to Wicks and the others, the value of the 
buildings on Godwin1s remaining 183.5 acres stayed at $800. This 
suggests that most if not all the buildings on the lots were 
constructed after the sale in 1856. The value of the buildings on 
Wicks's 1.5-acre lot was $2,500 in 1856. Henry L. Tynes purchased 
a one-acre lot; the value of the buildings was zero in 1856 and 
$1,900 in 1857. Dempsey Whitehead bought a 1.33-acre lot; the 
value of the buildings rose from zero in 1856 to $150 in 1857 to 
$1,700 in 1858. Meritt J. Whitney bought a 1.5-acre lot; the value 
of his buildings began at $200 in 1856, remained the same in 1857, 
and rose to $1,850 in 1858. George H. Crump bought the fifth lot 
(one acre) for the Chuckatuck Military Academy. 

3. Ibid., 1861-1901. When Charles B. Godwin bought the property 
in 1898 the buildings had declined in value to $750. That value 
did not change until 1901, when it rose to $2,250. 

4. Mills E. Godwin, Jr., A Memorandum of the Ancestors and 
Descendants of the first Mills Godwin of Isle of Wiaht County and 
1 
wife Marv Louise Pruden (Suffolk, Va.: 1984), 20, 22-23. 
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(VSL&A) . 
Godwin, Mills E., Jr. A Memorandum of the Ancestors and 
Descendants of the first Mills Godwin of Isle of Wiaht Countv and 
the Children and Descendants of his son Mills E. Godwin and his 
wife Marv Louise Pruden. Suffolk, Va.: 1984. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Map parcel number 10-C-13, City of Suffolk, Virginia tax assessor's records. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary includes the main dwelling and outbuildings historically associated with the 
Godwin property. 
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